
In our School Improvement Plan this year, the W. Sherwood Fox staff have 
set our school goal... 
Students at W. Sherwood Fox P.S. will develop greater flexibility with, 
and understanding of number relationships 
As a staff, we have and will focus the majority of our professional develop-
ment and learning on areas related to mathematics. We are excited about 
the learning opportunities which are in store for us over the coming days 
and months. 
 
One of the goals that underpins any type of improvement in mathematics is 
promoting a positive attitude in Mathematics. The National Research 
Council (2001) identified Productive Disposition as one of the five key at-
tributes of successful mathematicians.  Productive Disposition supports all 
the understanding, skills, strategy, and adaptive reasoning that are neces-
sary to succeed. So, how can we, as the caring adults in our children’s lives, 
support a Productive Disposition?  We can value a growth mindset! 
Consider these suggestions: 

Praise the effort, not the person.— The more they work, the smarter 
they get 

Celebrate mistakes.— Mistakes lead to learning; allow for some struggle 
and recognize the diligence in your child 

Value learning over performance.— Math is much more than right or 
wrong answers 

Encourage questions & connections.— Questions and seeking connections 
lead to thinking and seeing big ideas 

Math is a creative subject.— Encourage different ways of showing and 
knowing –this leads to understanding 

Value Depth over Speed.— Pushing for fast computations causes anxiety; 
value the reasoning that comes from thoughtful reflection 

 

We appreciate the partnership we have with parents and understand and 
embrace the benefits of a highly functioning home/school connec-
tion.  Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher or administra-
tion at any time if you have questions or concerns.  R. Nowell 

November    2018 

Principal’s Message: The Learning Agenda 

Progress Reports  
Our Progress Reports go home on November 9th. It will be a great op-
portunity to talk to your children about the progress they are making in 
their studies at school and the next steps they can take to improve their 
learning. I’m looking forward to seeing many of you on our P.A. Interview 
Day — Friday, November 16th. Details of this day will be sent home 
with the progress report card.   
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Principal             
Mr. Ryan Nowell 
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Secretary                    
Mrs. Marilyn Arthur  
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Mrs. Marion Moynihan 
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Social Media 

We’re Tweeting!  

Come join us… 

You can find our Twitter feed: 

@WSherwoodFox 

“Like us” on Facebook! 

You can find us @: 

W.Sherwood Fox 



smallest amount of 
peanuts, nuts or 
peanut/nut product 
can cause a severe 
reaction.  Please 
read ingredients 
labels to ascertain 
whether the prod-
ucts you are sending 
to school are free 
of peanuts and nuts.  

There are a number 
of students at W. 
S. Fox who are al-
lergic to peanuts 
and nut products.    
Please help us keep 
our students with 
peanut and nut al-
lergies safe.  Their 
allergies are life 
threatening!  The 

Thanks in advance 
for your coopera-
tion in keeping all 
our students safe. 
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Cold Season is on it’s way! 

Boys and Girls Club Tutoring 
 
W. Sherwood Fox P.S. is excited to partner with the London Boys 
and Girls Club.  In particular, students in Gr. 4—8 are invited to join 
the M.A.P. program each Monday from 3:30—5:00pm in the WS Fox 
Learning Commons for personalized academic tutoring.  The program 
has a physical activity, STEM, and nutrition component to it as well.  
An information session will be held for families on Nov.12th in the 
Learning Commons.  Free pizza will be served and there will be a 
variety of activities to participate in.  Hope to see you there.   
 
Please feel free to contact Cora Payne 
cpayne@bgclondon.ca  
(519) 434 9115 ext. 264  
 
 
RSVP here:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/R92Q7VC  
 
 

Peanut and Nut Products 

If your child shows 
signs of illness,  
please keep them 
home. Those with 
respiratory illness 
should not return 
until they are well, 
and those with diar-
rhea and vomiting 
should not return 
until at least 48 

hours from their 
last episode. Thanks 
for helping to re-
duce the spread of 
infection in our 
school.  
 

Currently, a lot of 
illness caused by 
viruses is circulat-
ing in the communi-
ty. Some of these 
viruses may cause 
respiratory symp-
toms, including in-
fluenza, while oth-
ers may cause diar-
rhea and vomiting. 
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If you require 
information 
contained in 

this document 
in an alternate 

accessible  

format, please 
contact the 

school office. 
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Students’ Invented Strategies for Calculations 
For most of us as adults, learning to add, subtract, multiply, and divide involved learn-
ing standard methods.  Many adults are proficient in these procedures but many are 
not and still struggle to be able to justify how to be certain that the resulting solu-
tions made sense. 
As students learn to understand operations situations and develop ways of solving op-
erations, they move from counting to reasoning to mastery.  The development of num-
ber sense involves learning reasoning strategies to make sense of calculations.   
 
For example, a reasoning strategy for handling 32 – 9 could include a method called 
compensation, where we subtract too much and put 
back the extra that we took. 

The student using this strategy is comfortable adding and 
subtracting by 10 and knows that 9 is just one less than 
10; this knowledge makes it easier to access a more com-
plex calculation. 

So, while many of us invested considerable time and ef-
fort working with standard methods, student-generated 
or ‘invented’ methods act as bridges toward mastery and 
are instrumental to developing number sense. 

 
Students who use ‘Invented’ or reasoning strategies: 

Make fewer errors; 
Require less re-teaching; 
Develop number sense; 
Foster stronger mental computation and estimation skills; 
Often calculate more efficiently than those using standard algorithms; and 
Feel more confident about their own abilities. 

 

So, while many students will come to use standard methods, there is great value in starting 
with student-generated methods.  Encourage sense-making as your son or daughter attempts 
calculations, the methods he or she uses and continues to refine will support a deeper under-
standing of the operations. 
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Home Connections in Mathematics 



Please park legally, in areas 
where parking is allowed. The 
circular drive is not a legal 
parking area. This area is only 
for the vans and buses trans-
porting students. Watch that 
you are not blocking the 
school driveway or 
obstructing sidewalks or our 
neighbouring homes' 
driveways. The parking lot is 
closed daily from 3:15pm—

3:40 to help ensure the safe 

dismissal of our stu-
dents.  Safety 
patrollers assist 
students in crossing in 
front of the school 
and at the entrances 
to our parking lot. 
Please watch carefully 
for patrollers and 
students.  

 

Thank you for keeping 
our students safe. 
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Dogs on the Property 

Traffic and Parking: This is a growing concern! 

permitted on the 
school grounds or in 
the enclosed Full 
Day Kindergarten 
play area.   
Please respect their 
learning environ-
ment.     
Thank you for your 
attention to this 
matter.  

For the safety of 
everyone, especially 
our children, we are 
requesting that you 
leave your pet at 
home when walking 
your children to and 
from school.  Dogs 
can be unpredicta-
ble and we have stu-
dents in the build-
ing who are not 
comfortable around 
dogs. Dogs are not 
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Hey Fox Flyers—If you are interested in receiving updates and information 
via the REMIND app, please sign up today! 
 

All you need to do is text the message @foxfri to  
(226) 778-2116 
 
Or go to https://www.remind.com/join/foxfri 
 

You can unsubscribe at anytime!  Thanks 

  REMIND 

http://www.google.ca/url?url=http://www.clipartguide.com/_pages/0511-0903-1003-0812.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=NJoPVOWjN4mvyASEvIGoDA&ved=0CCcQ9QEwCQ&usg=AFQjCNH7Ew3NzqPG0LGmX2N_UoiK2GzOTQ
http://www.google.ca/url?url=http://www.doggonediabetes.com/%3Fp%3D695&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=9pgPVKasBoOxyAS7roGYCw&ved=0CBUQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNG6pI2SdcTQutfIwZ12eyFbb4V-OQ
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The We Club wants to congratulate Fox for collecting over 720 cans and boxes to help families 
in need. If you sent in a can or a box or more, you have contributed to someone else’s happiness 
and well- being. Both Mr. Rae’s and Mrs. Garcia/Shaw’s classes are receiving an honourable men-
tion, but the winners of the pizza party are the students in Ms. Baratta’s class, who collected 91 
items. The We Club considers everyone who contributed to be a winner! Congratulations to all! 
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Volunteers and Vulnerable Sector Screening Checks 

Me to We Club 

Volunteers at W. Sherwood Fox provide important help and support for students and staff. 
Your participation and willingness to assist is greatly appreciated. The Thames Valley District 
School Board has created a policy to ensure that students are appropriately protected and as 
a result, all volunteers - including parents/guardians attending field trips, driving students to 
activities and assisting  in the school - are required to submit a Vulnerable Sector Screening 
Check before undertaking the role of volunteer.  
The police screening must be completed bi-annually and can be obtained through the City of 
London Police Department. For alternate years an offence declaration is needed. New and re-
turning volunteers are then asked to stop by the office at your convenience to pick up our 
volunteer package or call the office to have one sent home with your child. Please do so early 
in case a police screening is due. Any questions, please contact the office.  

Forest of Reading Book Club 
Forest of Reading starts this month with Silver Birch Fiction for 
grades 4-6 and Red Maple Fiction for grade 7-8.  Each tree 
(category) has 10 amazing, new books written by Canadian au-
thors.   Students who read at least 5 books from a tree get to 
vote on their favourite book and are able to attend a fun field trip 
on May 10th and meet some of the authors of their favourite 
books.   Next month, all other trees will be available: Silver Birch 
Express for grades 3-4, Silver Birch Non-fiction for grades 3-6 
and Red Maple Non-Fiction for grades 7-8 



Home and School:  
 
The Home and School Association strives to in-
crease parent engagement in our school, community 
and student’s development. We support the school 
through various fundraisers and provide volunteers 
for various activities. Our next monthly meeting is 
set for Monday November 5th, 6pm in the Learning 
Commons. All are welcomed! 

Here are some fundraising opportunities happening 
at our school: 

Deli Dude/Recipes in the Jar; order forms and 
money due Monday November 5th, 2018. All cheques 
payable to W. Sherwood Fox Home and School. 

Annual Basket Auction: Collection of gift cards, 
toys, themed items, sports items can be dropped 
off at the office and will be distributed for the 
themed baskets to be auctioned off in December. 
Volunteers are needed. 

Wendy’s Night: November 20th—drop by the Wen-
dy’s on Southdale and Wonderland and be sure to let 
them know that you are supporting W.Sherwood 
Fox.  A portion of the proceeds come directly back 
to the school. 

If you would like more information on volunteer op-
portunities at your child(ren)’s school, please con-
tact wsfoxhomeandschool@gmail.com. You can also 
check out our Facebook page to get the latest news! 

Character Trait of the Month:  

Responsibility     

Learning Skill of the Month:  

Initiative 

Please check out our website at 
www.tvdsb.ca/SherwoodFox.cfm 

for ideas and strategies. 

 

 

Calendar 
News 

Nov. 5 Home and School / School 
Council mtg.  

Deli Dude Orders Due 

Nov.  9 Remembrance Day  

Assembly @ Fox 10:30am 

Progress Reports go home 

Nov. 12 Boys & Girls Club Info & 

Nov. 16 PA Day—Parent/Teacher 
Interview Day 

Nov. 19 

 

Pledge to End Bullying 
Week Begins 

Wendy’s Night 

Dec.18 Winter Concert &  Gift 
Basket Silent Auction  

Dec. 24—
Jan. 4 

Winter Break (no school) 

Jan. 4 Fox Night @ Knights Game 

  

  
W. SHERWOOD FOX PUBLIC SCHOOL 

660 Steeplechase Drive, London, Ontario N6J 3P4 

Telephone: 519-452-8730 

Fax: 519-452-8739 

email: sherwoodfox@tvdsb.on.ca 

http://www.tvdsb.ca/SherwoodFox.cfm

